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Inmates learn
new strokes
in art course

1 By Gon Y1 Han

THE regimented confines of prison life
are not usually associated with fine art
and free expression.

However, inmates are now experienc-
ing life through art with a new certificate
programme established by the Singapore
Prison Service (SPS) and the Lasalle Col-
lege of the Arts.

The programme, conducted by Lasalle
instructors, introduces inmates to art con-
cepts and educates them in techniques
such as drawing lines and using colour in
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allow them to build up nporlfo-
lio of work, giving them opportunities to
further their education in the fine arts
and pursue relevant employment after
their release.

Selected inmates, who attend the nine
hours of lessons per week, will receive a
certificate of completion awarded by the
school at the end of the five-week course
- a first for art programmes run by the
SPS.
Interested inmates must have dis-
played good conduct and show a positive
learning . They also have to under-
£0 a basic art course, during which their
artistic abilities are assessed.

Currently, 10 indivxduals have quali-
fied for the programme and are attending
lessons at the Visual Arts Training Centre
in the Changi Prison Cmnplex

Mr Luis Lee, who is the instructor for
the programme, said the inmates are en-
couraged to expxess Lhemse]ves freely
through  the are

Lasalle instructor Luis Lee giving an inmate art tips during a lesson at Chiangi Prison’s Visual Arts Training Centre. Inmates will get a certificate at the end of the course. ST PHOTO: BRYAN VAN DER BEEK

well-
behaved i show eagamess to learn,
‘which is encouraging,” 5

For inmate Ah Fei (not lm real name),
who is interested in pursuing design-relat-
ed work after he completes his sentence
next year, the classes give hLm time to es-
cape from his surroun

‘Although we are physmelly restricted
and less free in here, when we are paint-
ing, it is almost as though we are not in
prison,” said the 42-year-old.

Ms Phang Seok Sieng, the head of pro-
grammes at SPS, said the response has
been encouraging. “We hope that those
on the ca\use will not only learn useful

also gain creative insights into
ﬁwmselves and their lives that will help
them contribute to society,” she said.
from the new Lasalle art course,
the SPS also runs other art courses and
programmes such as music lessons.



